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Impact Change that is caused by an action; for example, land clearing (action) 
during construction which results in habitat loss (impact). 

Inter-related effects These occur either where a series of the same effect acts on a receptor over 
time to produce a potential additive effect or where a number of separate 
effects, such as noise and habitat loss, affect a single receptor.  

Landfall Area For the purposes of the Proposed Onshore Development this is the area 
between MHWS and MLWS in which all of the export cables will make 
landfall and is the transitional area between the Offshore  
Transmission Infrastructure and the Onshore Transmission Infrastructure.   

Magnitude  A combination of the extent, duration, frequency and reversibility of an 
impact. 

Maximum Design 
Scenario 

A realistic set of project design parameters for each impact pathway 
considered as part of the EIA, which will be developed from the Project 
Design Envelope which will establish the parameters (or combination of 
parameters) that could result in the maximum effect.  
 

Mean High Water 
Spring (MHWS) 

The height of mean high water during spring tides in a year. 

Mean Low Water 
Spring (MLWS) 

The height of mean low water during spring tides in a year. 

Offshore Generation 
Infrastructure 

The Offshore Generation Infrastructure required for the Project comprising 
of WTGs, WTG foundations and associated infrastructure, inter-array and 
interconnector cables.  
 

Offshore Transmission 
Infrastructure (OfTI) 

The Offshore Transmission Infrastructure required for the Project 
comprising of Offshore Substation Platforms, an Intermediate Reactive 
Compensation platform and offshore export cables, up to Mean High Water 
Springs (MHWS).  
 

Onshore Cable Route  The route along which the onshore transmission cables will be installed and 
operated. 

Onshore Cable Route 
Corridor  

The corridor within which the Onshore Cable Route will be located. Planning 
Permission in Principle will be sought for this area. 

Onshore Cable Route 
Corridor Options  

The options which were identified via a constraints-based routing study and 
appraised against environmental, technical and economic factors. 

Onshore Scoping 
Report 

Onshore Scoping Report setting out the proposed scope of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report in respect of the Onshore 
Transmission Infrastructure comprising the Proposed Onshore 
Development, landward of MLWS. 

Onshore Substation The Onshore Substation for the Project which will be located in the vicinity 
of the Peterhead Substation.  

Onshore Substation 
Site Options  

The options which were identified as environmentally and technically 
feasible to host the Onshore Substation.   

Onshore Transmission 
Infrastructure (OnTI) 

The Onshore Transmission Infrastructure required for the Proposed 
Onshore Development  comprising of landfall transition bays, underground 
transmission cables, an onshore substation and underground transmission 
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cables to the Grid Connection Point , above Mean Low Water Springs 
(MLWS).  

Project  The Buchan Wind Farm, comprising the Proposed Onshore Development 
and the Proposed Offshore Development. 

Proposed Offshore 
Development  

This includes all offshore aspects of the Project comprising of the Offshore 
Generation Infrastructure and Offshore Transmission Infrastructure, 
extending from Scottish offshore waters to MHWS. 

Proposed Onshore 
Cable Route Corridor 
Option  

The Proposed Onshore Cable Route Corridor Option which has been 
selected to be taken forward into the EIA phase of the Project following 
evaluation of feedback gained from public and stakeholder consultation. 

Proposed Onshore 
Development 

This includes all onshore aspects of the Project comprising of the Onshore 
Transmission Infrastructure landward of MLWS  

Proposed Onshore 
Substation Site 
Option(s)  

The Proposed Onshore Substation Site Options which have been selected to 
be taken forward into the EIA phase of the Project following evaluation of 
feedback gained from public and stakeholder consultation. 

Search Area  The area which has been chosen taking account of technical requirements 
and topography which can accommodate all Cable Corridor Route Options 
and Substation Site Options.  

Sensitivity The extent to which a study subject can accept a change, of a particular type 
and scale, without unacceptable adverse effects. 

Significance The significance of an effect combines the evaluation of the magnitude of an 
impact and the sensitivity of the receptor. 

Study Area  The areas that will be defined by each technical assessment as the area 
within which potential impacts are assessed.  

The Application  The Application for Planning Permission in Principle which will be submitted 
for the Proposed Onshore Development to Aberdeenshire Council. 

The Site The Site is the area delineated by the red line as shown on Figure 3.1, within 
which the Proposed Onshore Development would be situated. For the 
purposes of this Scoping Report the Site is the Proposed Onshore Cable 
Route Corridor Option. 

The Primer IEMA's Major Accidents and Disasters in EIA: A Primer1 (2020) 
Wind Turbine 
Generators 

The wind turbines that generate electricity consisting of tubular towers, 
blades and the nacelle which houses the electrical generating equipment. 

 

  

 

 

1 IEMA - IEMA Major Accidents and Disasters in EIA Guide (Accessed: 09/05/2024) 

https://www.iema.net/resources/blog/2020/09/23/iema-major-accidents-and-disasters-in-eia-primer
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ACRONYMS 

Acronym Full Text 
1997 Act Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (as amended) 
2013 Regulations  The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 

(Scotland) Regulations 2013 (as amended)  
AA Appropriate Assessment  
AADF Annual Average Daily Flow  
AADT Annual Average Daily Traffic 
AC Alternating Current  
AIL Abnormal Indivisible Load 
ALDP Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2023  
APR Air Quality Annual Progress Report 
AQMA Air Quality Management Area 
AQS Air Quality Strategy 
AURN Automatic Urban and Rural Network 
BOW  Buchan Offshore Wind Limited 
CES Crown Estate Scotland 
CfD Contracts for Difference  
CIA Cumulative Impact Assessment 
CIRIA Construction Industry Research and Information Association 
COMAH Control of Major Accident Hazards 
DC Direct Current  
Defra Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
DfT Department for Transport  
DMRB Design Manual for Roads and Bridges 
EcIA Ecological Impact Assessment  
ECC Export Cable Corridor  
ECoW Environmental Clark of Works  
EHO  Environmental Health Officer  
EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 
EIAR Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
EIA Regulations) Terminology used in this Onshore Scoping Report refers to the Town and 

Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 
2017 

EMF Electre magnetic fields 
EPIC Environmental Policy Implementation Community 
ES Environmental Statement 
EU European Union  
GIS Geographical Information System  
GPP Guidance for Pollution Protection 
GW Gigawatt 
HDD Horizontal directional drilling 
HDV Heavy Duty Vehicle 
HES Historic Environment Scotland 
HGVs Heavy Goods Vehicles  
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SLA Special Landscape Area  
SPA Special Protection Area  
SSEN Scottish and Southern Electricity Network 
SSSI Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
The Directive  Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild 

fauna and flora. 
TMP Traffic Management Plan 
WFD Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC)  
WTG  Wind Turbine Generator  

 

  





https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/102/regulation/17/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/102/regulation/17/made




https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/102/regulation/17/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/102/regulation/17/made
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1.5 Document Structure 

Table 1.1 sets out the structure of the Onshore Scoping Report, and subject to outcomes of the Scoping 
Opinion is likely to form the structure of the EIAR It is expected that the EIAR will contain a chapter of site 
selection, alternatives and design evolution. 

Table 1.1: Structure of the Onshore Scoping Report 
Topic Chapter Author 

Executive Summary  Natural Power 
Introduction 1 Natural Power 
Legislation and Policy Context 2 Natural Power 
Proposed Onshore Development Description  3 Natural Power 
EIA methodology  4 Natural Power 
Approach to Consultation  5 Natural Power 
Ecology  6 Natural Power 
Ornithology  7 Natural Power 
Hydrology, Geology and Hydrogeology  8 Natural Power 
Archaeology and Cultural Heritage  9 Wessex Archaeology  
Landscape and Visual Impact 10 MVGLA Landscape Architecture 
Socio-economics, Tourism and Recreation  11 BiGGAR economics  
Traffic and Movement 12 Natural Power  
Air Quality  13 SLR Consulting  
Noise and Vibration  14 TNEI 
Other Matters 15 Natural Power 

 

The EIAR will include a Site Selection and Consideration of Alternatives chapter which will set out the 
process undertaken in reaching the final Proposed Onshore Development for which PPiP will be sought.  

In the event that, as the design of the Proposed Onshore Development evolves, there are changes to the 
Onshore Transmission Infrastructure (OnTI) or the Proposed Onshore Cable Route Corridor Option, 
further consultation will be undertaken, in respect of the scope of the EIA, as necessary and appropriate.  

 

 

  





https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2023/02/national-planning-framework-4/documents/national-planning-framework-4-revised-draft/national-planning-framework-4-revised-draft/govscot%3Adocument/national-planning-framework-4.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans-and-policies/ldp-2023


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2013/155/part/2/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2013/155/part/2/made


https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans-and-policies/ldp-2023






https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans-and-policies/ldp-2023/


https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans-and-policies/planning-advice/


https://unfccc.int/documents/2409
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement?gclid=CjwKCAiA_OetBhAtEiwAPTeQZytLGYo8dTeC9uNpkhR81ZpgEEaU9sN9sszE6MI3eF_i88hRphThnRoCzBYQAvD_BwE
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2019/1056/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2013/32/contents/enacted
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/offshore-wind-sector-deal/offshore-wind-sector-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/british-energy-security-strategy/british-energy-security-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/carbon-budget-delivery-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/powering-up-britain
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2009/12/contents
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2017/12/scottish-energy-strategy-future-energy-scotland-9781788515276/documents/00529523-pdf/00529523-pdf/govscot%3Adocument/00529523.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/offshore-wind-policy-statement/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2019/15
https://www.gov.scot/publications/draft-energy-strategy-transition-plan/


https://unfccc.int/documents/2409
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/27/contents
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement?gclid=CjwKCAiA_OetBhAtEiwAPTeQZytLGYo8dTeC9uNpkhR81ZpgEEaU9sN9sszE6MI3eF_i88hRphThnRoCzBYQAvD_BwE
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2019/1056/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2013/32/contents/enacted
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/offshore-wind-sector-deal/offshore-wind-sector-deal


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/british-energy-security-strategy/british-energy-security-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/net-zero-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/carbon-budget-delivery-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/powering-up-britain
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/offshore-wind-manufacturing-investment-support-scheme-investment-programme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/offshore-wind-manufacturing-investment-support-scheme-investment-programme
https://www.gov.scot/publications/climate-ready-scotland-second-scottish-climate-change-adaptation-programme-2019-2024/


https://www.gov.scot/publications/offshore-wind-policy-statement/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-energy-strategy-future-energy-scotland-9781788515276/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2017/12/scottish-energy-strategy-future-energy-scotland-9781788515276/documents/00529523-pdf/00529523-pdf/govscot%3Adocument/00529523.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/draft-energy-strategy-transition-plan/


https://www.gov.scot/publications/pan-60-natural-heritage/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-advice-note-pan-75-planning-transport/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-advice-note-pan-79-water-drainage/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-advice-note-1-2011-planning-noise/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/pan-2-2011-planning-archaeology/
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3 PROPOSED ONSHORE DEVELOPMENT DESCRIPTION 

3.1 Introduction 

This chapter describes the Proposed Onshore Development, setting out the key components, their 
location and potential design parameters based on information available at this stage. Details of the 
Proposed Onshore Development will be refined through the EIA process. 

This chapter also describes an overview of the construction, operation and maintenance, and 
decommissioning stages of the Proposed Onshore Development as understood at this stage in the 
process. Design and anticipated construction, operation and maintenance and decommissioning 
approaches will be refined throughout the EIA process to respond to the evolving understanding of design 
requirements, baseline conditions and stakeholder feedback.  

At this stage, the description of the Proposed Onshore Development is set out with the intention to 
provide context for the progression of the onshore EIA scope. 

3.2 Application of Design Envelope Approach 

The Design Envelope approach (also known as the Rochdale Envelope approach) will be adopted for the 
assessment of the Proposed Onshore Development.  The Design Envelope approach allows for some 
flexibility, within maximum parameters, in project design options where the full details of a project are 
not known at the point of application submission, whilst ensuring that the maximum level of effect is 
assessed. 

The Design Envelope allows for a range of parameters for each aspect of the Proposed Onshore 
Development to be defined in the EIAR and to allow for the assessment of a realistic worst-case scenario 
for a particular receptor and/or impact. The EIAR will provide a more detailed Design Envelope than is set 
out in this Onshore Scoping Report and will define the maximum envelope for which the Planning 
Permission in Principle is sought. On a topic-by-topic basis, assessments within the EIAR will consider the 
relevant design parameters that give rise to the greatest potential impact for the receptors. Any design 
parameter that is equal or less than those assessed in terms of its worst-case impact on a receptor will 
have an equal or lesser impact than the remainder of the Design Envelope on that receptor, and therefore 
the impacts of the whole Design Envelope will be within this worst-case assessment outcome.  

The Design Envelope will be developed in parallel with the EIA process, with elements of each informing 
the other as part of an iterative process. Throughout this process there will be both refinement and 
greater definition of parameters, on which the assessment presented in the Onshore EIAR will be 
undertaken.  

Throughout this Onshore Scoping Report (and subsequent Onshore EIAR), the Design Envelope approach 
has and will be undertaken to allow meaningful assessments of the Proposed Onshore Development to 
proceed, whilst still allowing reasonable flexibility for future project design decisions. 

The decision to seek PPiP allows the Applicant to maintain flexibility through the design evolution whilst 
ensuring a worst-case scenario has been assessed. Should consent in principle be granted, the Applicant 
will require to go through the Approval of Matters Specified in a Condition process to include further 
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The majority of Proposed Onshore Substation Site Option 6 is relatively flat with slopes of less than 5°. On 
the eastern side there is an area of slope varying between 5-25°.  

A watercourse runs through the centre of Proposed Onshore Substation Site Option 6. The SEPA Flood 
Map identifies some small areas which have a high likelihood of surface water flooding (10% chance) and 
a high likelihood of river flooding (10% chance) around this watercourse.  

3.4.7 Onshore Cable Circuits from Onshore Substation to Grid Connection Point 

From the Onshore Substation, up to two onshore cable circuits will be laid underground to the Grid 
Connection Point at Peterhead Substation. These will have a nominal voltage of 400kV.  

The cable circuits will either be laid in flat formation or in trefoil and there may be fibre optic cabling for 
signaling and data transmission purposes. 

The most common method of burial of the onshore cable circuits will be trenching. The burial depth will 
adhere to industry standards at the time and will be refined through EIA process. Other installation 
methodologies, such as trenchless methods like HDD, may be used in certain circumstances to overcome 
natural or technical constraints such as watercourses or infrastructure crossings. Cable bridges may be 
required if any complex watercourse crossings are required.  

Joint bays will be required along the onshore cable route and their location and frequency will be 
dependent on the final design. They will be buried but will need to be located in accessible areas for future 
routine or emergency maintenance. 

The cables will connect directly into an allocated bay at Peterhead substation. The Applicant will continue 
to engage with SSEN Transmission to understand the specifics regarding the final bay and connection 
requirements as and when they are available. 

3.5 Consideration of Alternatives 

This section provides an overview of the considerations for site selection and consideration of alternatives 
to date.  

The EIAR will outline in more detail the Site selection process undertaken and any refinements to the 
Proposed Onshore Development components which have taken place as part of the EIA process or in 
response to consultation and stakeholder feedback. It will describe the main alternatives that have been 
considered as part of this process and provide justification for chosen design options.  

3.5.1 Landfall  

The Applicant has considered a series of landfall options between Rosehearty and Cruden Bay. Each of 
the potential locations were appraised against drivers such as geotechnical, environmental, bathymetric 
and topographical constraints, existing and proposed over/underground infrastructure, natural obstacles 
and technical constraints relating to distance and likely width and routes of the offshore and onshore 
cable corridors. Rattray was selected as the preferred Export Cable Corridor Landfall Area after a desk-
based constraints and technical appraisal, along with site visits undertaken to confirm some of the key 
features influencing landfall selection and engagement with selected consultees. 
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Routine maintenance would involve regular inspections of the Onshore Substation by service personnel. 
Non-intrusive monitoring may take place on the Onshore Cable Route; however, the onshore cable circuits 
will be installed with protection so that their operation is designed to be largely maintenance free. 

Unscheduled or emergency maintenance would be required if and when faults occur. This would result in 
emergency repairs being carried out in order to return the assets back to service.  

3.6.4 Decommissioning 
Specific details on the decommissioning activities are not known at this stage and future baseline 
conditions cannot be predicted accurately. 

The EIAR will set out the likely process that will be undertaken to decommission the Proposed Onshore 
Development at the end of its operational life. This may include leaving underground cable circuits in-situ 
and removal of above ground equipment in the Onshore Substation. An assessment of the anticipated 
LSEs of this phase on relevant receptors will be set out. 

It is assumed that the environmental LSEs associated with decommissioning in this nature would be less 
than those arising from the removal of infrastructure and therefore would be less than construction 
impacts. 

 

  









https://www.nature.scot/doc/archive/environmental-impact-assessment-handbook-version-5-2018
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-series-circular-3-2013-development-management-procedures/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-advice-note-1-2013-environmental-impact-assessment/
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sensitivity to impacts. Sensitivity will generally be classed as high, medium, low or negligible. Each 
receptor will define a scale of increasing sensitivity where appropriate. Guidance will also be taken from 
the value attributed to elements through designation or protection under Law. Expert judgement is 
particularly important when determining the sensitivity of receptors, and justification and explanation for 
this determination will be provided in the relevant sections of the EIAR where applicable. 
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A HRA Screening Report will be submitted, detailing the outcome of the Applicants LSE screening exercise 
on the qualifying features of relevant European sites for the Proposed Onshore Development. The HRA 
Screening Report will make proposals as to the requirement and content of the AA. The Report to inform 
the AA will be provided alongside the EIAR, if one is required. 

  





https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-circular-3-2022-development-management-procedures/


https://www.rtpi.org.uk/media/5204/guidlelines-on-effective-community-involvement.pdf
https://www.scdc.org.uk/what/national-standards
https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-advice-note-3-2010-community-engagement/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2013/155/regulation/13
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2013/155/regulation/13








https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1994/2716/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2012/228/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2004/6/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2011/6/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1992/51/contents
https://www.gov.scot/policies/environmental-assessment/environmental-impact-assessment-eia/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-advice-note-pan-51-revised-2006-planning-environmental-protection/pages/4/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-advice-note-pan-51-revised-2006-planning-environmental-protection/pages/4/


https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2023/11/scottish-government-draft-planning-guidance-biodiversity/documents/scottish-government-draft-planning-guidance-biodiversity/scottish-government-draft-planning-guidance-biodiversity/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-government-draft-planning-guidance-biodiversity.pdf
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans-and-policies/ldp-2023/
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans-and-policies/ldp-2023/


https://www.nature.scot/doc/scottish-biodiversity-list


https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx
https://sitelink.nature.scot/home
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Details of all statutory designated sites are provided in Table 6.1.   

Table 6.1: Details of Statutory Designated Sites Close to the Site 
Site  Designation  Closest point and 

direction from the Site 
Ecological designation criteria  

Buchan Ness to 
Collieston Coast 

SAC80 2.1 km east Shingle, Sea cliffs, Islets (30%) 
Bogs, Marshes, Water fringed vegetation, Fens 
(0.5%) 
Heath, Scrub, Maquis and Garrigue, Phygrana (5%) 
Humid grassland, Mesophile grassland (64.5%) 

Loch of 
Strathbeg  

SSSI81 0.5 km north Eutrophic loch 
Fen meadow 
Open water transition fen 
Saltmarsh 
Sand dunes 

Bullers of 
Buchan  

SSSI82 2.1 km north-west Geological designation; 
Maritime cliff 

Rora Moss SSSI83 1.7 km west Raised bog 
Hill of 
Longhaven 

SSSI84 1.9 km west Geological designation  

 

Results obtained for protected areas within the vicinity of the Site based upon the search criteria, have 
located five designated sites within a 2 km radius. Three of these sites are designated for ecological 
interests, Buchan Ness to Collieston Coast SAC, Loch of Strathbeg SSSI and Rora Moss SSSI (Appendix A, 
Figure 6.1). Bullers of Buchan SSSI and Hill of Longhaven SSSI are designated for geological features only 
and are therefore not considered a receptor for the purposes of this ecology assessment. As such, neither 
of these sites are considered any further within this report. 

There are two LNCSs designated for ecological criteria within a radius of 1 km (Rattray Head to Peterhead 
LNCS and Strathbeg to Rattray LNCS) and one Scottish Wildlife Trust (SWT) Reserve within 2 km 
(Longhaven Cliffs) of the Site. Details of non-statutory designated sites are provided in Table 6.2. 

  

 

 

80 Buchan Ness to Collieston Coast SAC https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0030101  

81 Loch of Strathbeg SSSI.: https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/1040 (Accessed: 20/05/2024) 

82 Bullers of Buchan Coast SSSI.: https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/271 (Accessed: 20/05/2024) 

83 Rora Moss SSSI.: https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/1371#features (Accessed: 20/05/2024) 

84 Hill of Longhaven SSSI.: SiteLink - Hill of Longhaven SSSI (nature.scot)(Accessed: 20/05/2024) 

https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0030101
https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/1040
https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/271
https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/1371#features
https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/785#features
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Table 6.2: Details of Non-Statutory Designated Sites Close to the Site 
Site  Designation  Closest point and 

direction from the Site 
Description 

Rattray Head to 
Peterhead  

LNCS85 0 km Variety of coastal habitats including sand dunes. 
Good diversity of plant species including several 
species that are rare in NE Scotland.  

Strathbeg to 
Rattray 

LNCS53 0.5 km north Loch of Strathbeg is one of the largest coastal 
freshwater lochs in the UK. Swamp, reedbed, fen, 
marsh and wet woodland surrounds with coastal 
sand dune on seaward side.  

Longhaven Cliffs SWT 
Reserve86  

1.4 km south-east Cliff habitats 
Wildflowers 

 

As it is designated for localised vegetation habitats only, Longhaven Cliffs SWT Reserve will not be 
considered any further within this report as there is no route to impact due the nature of the works and 
distance of this site from the Site. 

6.6.1.1.1.2 Review of Relevant Information 

Information regarding relevant results of ecology surveys or desk-based searches carried out within the 
last 10 years could be found for four existing or proposed developments. Details of relevant ecology 
surveys completed at each development alongside results of target species are summarised in Table 6.3. 

  

 

 

85 Aberdeenshire Council (2017). Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan Supplementary Guidance: Local Nature 
Conservation Sites.: https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/20028/5a-local-nature-conservation-sites-
index.pdf (Accessed: 20/05/2024) 

86 Longhaven Cliffs SWT Reserve.: https://scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk/reserve/longhaven-cliffs/ (Accessed: 
20/05/2024) 

https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/20028/5a-local-nature-conservation-sites-index.pdf
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/20028/5a-local-nature-conservation-sites-index.pdf
https://scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk/reserve/longhaven-cliffs/
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6.8.1 Likely Significant Effects  

The principles of proportionate EIA state that EIA should concentrate on LSEs, rather than all effects. In 
order to ensure that the EIAR is compliant with the EIA Directive, and to ensure that the Ecological Impact 
Assessment (EcIA) is focused on LSEs only, it is proposed that only impacts of habitat loss and disturbance 
and/or displacement of protected species are carried forward for EcIA within the relevant EIA chapter. 

As for decommissioning phase activities, during decommissioning the unmitigated removal of 
infrastructure may cause disturbance to IEFs. The level of impact will depend on the species present at 
the time of decommissioning and cannot be reliably predicted at this stage. However, as a reasonable 
worst case scenario, decommissioning activities are considered to be of a similar type and intensity as 
construction activities. The EIAR will consider that the potential impacts of decommissioning will be no 
worse than and similar in nature to the potential impacts of construction. 

6.8.1.1 Designated Sites 

6.8.1.1.1 Buchan Ness to Collieston Coast SAC 

Buchan Ness to Collieston Coast SAC is designated for Annex 1 habitats (vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic 
and Baltic Coasts) which are restricted to coastal cliff slopes.  

Works during the construction / decommissioning period are temporary and are limited to installing the 
Proposed Onshore Cable Route prior to re-instating disturbed habitats, and construction of one Proposed 
Onshore Substation Site. The SAC is located approximately 2.1 km east of the Site at the closest point and 
as such, there are no direct impacts anticipated on the SAC as a result of construction / decommissioning. 
In addition, this distance is considered to be sufficient to ensure that there will not be any indirect impacts 
as a result of dust or contamination, and as such there is not considered to be any route to impact. In 
addition, there will be embedded mitigation at the construction / decommissioning period which will 
include pollution prevention. 

During operation, impacts are restricted to permanent habitat loss resulting from the presence of one 
Proposed Onshore Substation Site (c 0.5 km2) located approximately 1.4 km from Buchan Ness to 
Collieston Coast SAC. Due to the distance and the lack of route to impact no impacts are anticipated on 
the designated site.  

Due to the scale of impacts it is not considered that any of the qualifying features will be impacted during 
any stages and it is therefore proposed that the Buchan Ness to Collieston Coast SAC is scoped out of the 
EIAR and that HRA will not be required. 

6.8.1.1.2 Loch of Strathbeg SSSI 

Loch of Strathbeg SSSI is located 0.5 km from the closest point of the Proposed Onshore Cable Route 
Corridor Option and is designated for eutrophic loch, fen habitats, open water transition fen, saltmarsh 
and sand dunes habitats. Ornithological Interest features are discussed in Chapter 7: Ornithology. 

Works during the construction / decommissioning periods are temporary and are limited to installing the 
underground cable circuits prior to reinstating disturbed habitats. There is no direct hydrological link from 
the Site to the SSSI, and whilst there is the potential for temporary impacts as a result of dust or 
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contamination, these can be avoided through embedded mitigation (including pollution prevention and 
the presence of an ECoW). 

During operation, impacts are restricted to permanent habitat loss resulting from the presence of one 
Proposed Onshore Substation Site (c 0.5 km2) located approximately 14.8 km from Loch of Strathbeg SSSI. 
Due to the distance and the scale of impacts no impacts are anticipated on the designated site.  

It is therefore proposed that the Loch of Strathbeg SSSI is scoped out of the EIAR. Ornithological features 
are discussed in Chapter 7: Ornithology. 

6.8.1.1.3 Rora Moss SSSI 

Rora Moss SSSI is located 1.7 km from the closest point of the Proposed Onshore Cable Route Corridor 
Option and is designated for bog habitats. 

Works during the construction / decommissioning period are temporary and are limited to installing the 
Proposed Onshore Cable Route prior to re-instating disturbed habitats. There is no direct hydrological link 
from the Site to the SSSI, and whilst there is the potential for temporary impacts as a result of dust or 
contamination, these can be avoided through embedded mitigation (including pollution prevention and 
the presence of an ECoW). 

During operation, impacts are restricted to permanent habitat loss resulting from the presence of one 
Proposed Onshore Substation Site (c 0.5 km2) located approximately 9.2 km from Rora Moss SSSI. Due to 
the distance and the lack of route to impact (no hydrological connection) no impacts are anticipated on 
the designated site.  

It is therefore proposed that Rora Moss SSSI is scoped out of the EIAR. 

6.8.1.1.4 Rattray to Peterhead LNCS 

Rattray to Peterhead LNCS is located immediately adjacent to the Landfall Area. The LNCS is comprised of 
coastal habitats and has a good diversity of plant species including several species that are rare in north-
east Scotland.  

Habitat surveys are proposed in 2024 and these will include habitats present within the LNCS.  LSEs on 
habitats will be assessed within the EIAR. However, works required during the construction / 
decommissioning period are considered to be temporary, and are limited to installing the underground 
cable circuits prior to reinstating disturbed habitats. Whilst impacts will be able to be avoided through 
embedded mitigation (including presence of an ECoW and timing of works), due to the proximity of the 
LNCS to the Landfall Area it is proposed to retain this site for full assessment once habitat surveys have 
been completed. 

During operation, impacts are restricted to permanent habitat loss resulting from the presence of one of 
the Proposed Onshore Substation Site Options (c 0.5 km2) located approximately 3.1 km from Rattray to 
Peterhead LNCS. Due to the distance and the lack of route to impact, no impacts are anticipated on the 
designated site. 

It is therefore proposed that the Rattray Head to Peterhead LNCS is scoped in to the EIAR due to potential 
impacts at the construction / decommissioning stage only. 
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6.8.1.1.5 Strathbeg to Rattray Head LNCS 

Strathbeg to Rattray Head LNCS is located 0.5 km from the Landfall Area and is comprised of similar 
habitats to those present at Loch of Strathbeg SSSI.  

Works during the construction / decommissioning period are temporary and are limited to installing the 
underground cable circuits prior to re-instating disturbed habitats. There will be no direct hydrological 
link from the Site to the LNCS, and whilst there is the potential for temporary impacts as a result of dust 
or contamination, these can be avoided through embedded mitigation (including pollution prevention and 
the presence of an ECoW). 

During operation, impacts are restricted to permanent habitat loss resulting from the presence of one of 
the Proposed Onshore Substation Site Options (c 0.5 km2) located approximately 12.7 km from Strathbeg 
to Rattray Head LNCS. Due to this distance and the nature of the LNCS, no impacts are anticipated on the 
designated site.  

It is therefore proposed that the Strathbeg to Rattray Head LNCS is scoped out of the EIAR. 

6.8.1.2 Habitats 

There is potential for sensitive habitats to be present within the Ecology Study Area. Sensitive habitats are 
considered to include Annex 1 habitats, those that are classed as Ground Water Dependent Terrestrial 
Ecosystems (GWDTEs) and habitats listed on the local Biodiversity Action Plan. 

Habitat surveys have not yet been undertaken, therefore, habitat surveys will be carried out to identify 
the presence and location of all habitats and to assess the LSEs that all phases may have upon them. It is 
expected that LSEs will be limited to temporary disturbance of sensitive habitats during construction / 
decommissioning which can be avoided through embedded mitigation (such as presence of an ECoW and 
micrositing of works to seek to limit interaction with such habitats). Following consideration of embedded 
mitigation there is still the potential for pollution events to impact habitats, particularly GWDTE habitats. 

During operation, impacts are restricted to permanent habitat loss resulting from the presence of one of 
the Proposed Onshore Substation Site Options (c 0.5 km2). As surveys have not been undertaken, further 
information is required in order to inform the assessment.  

It is proposed that habitats are scoped in to the EIAR, due to the potential of temporary disturbance during 
construction / decommissioning and a small area of permanent habitat loss as a result of the presence of 
one Proposed Onshore Substation Site. 

6.8.1.3 Protected Species 

6.8.1.3.1 Otter, Water Vole, Badger and Red Squirrel 

There is potential habitat for otter, water vole, badger and red squirrel within the Ecology Study Area.  

Protected species surveys have not yet been completed, and as a result further information is required in 
order to inform the assessment. 
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Otter, water vole, badger and red squirrel are scoped into the EIAR due to the potential of temporary 
disturbance during construction / decommissioning and a small area of permanent habitat loss as a result 
of the presence of one Proposed Onshore Substation Site. 

6.8.1.3.2 Bats 

Whilst species specific surveys are not being undertaken for bats, surveys will identify the potential for 
suitable habitat or roosts. Depending on the location and the results of the initial surveys, further surveys 
may be undertaken. As a result, further information is required in order to inform the assessment. 

Bats are scoped into the EIAR due to the potential of temporary disturbance during construction / 
decommissioning and a small area of permanent habitat loss as a result of the presence of one Proposed 
Onshore Substation Site. 

6.8.1.3.3 Reptiles and Amphibians  

Species specific surveys have not been undertaken for great crested newt as they are not known to be 
present in Aberdeenshire, although other amphibian species may be present. No specific surveys have 
been undertaken or are proposed for reptiles, although their presence is assumed due to records from 
the wider area.  

Impacts during construction / decommissioning are limited to the temporary disturbance of potential 
habitats which can be avoided through embedded mitigation. During operation, impacts are restricted to 
permanent habitat loss resulting from the presence of one of the Proposed Onshore Substation Site 
Options (c 0.5 km2). There is considered to be extensive habitat available in the wider area for these 
species groups, and therefore any impact upon the local population is considered to be negligible. 

It is therefore proposed that reptiles and amphibians are scoped out of the EIAR. 
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Buchan Ness to 
Collieston Coast 
SAC 

Temporary 
disturbance 

See Section 
6.7 

Out No route to impact from the Site. X X 

Loch of Strathbeg 
SSSI 

Permanent habitat 
loss 

X Out During operation, impacts are restricted to permanent 
habitat loss resulting from the presence of one Onshore 
Substation (c 0.5 km2), which will be located more than 13 
km from the SSSI. There will be no impacts on features 
associated with the SSSI. 

X X 

Rora Moss SSSI Permanent habitat 
loss 

X Out During operation, impacts are restricted to permanent 
habitat loss resulting from the presence of one Onshore 
Substation (c 0.5 km2), which will be located more than 8 km 
from the SSSI. There will be no impacts on features 
associated with the SSSI. 

X X 

Rattray to 
Peterhead LNCS 

Permanent habitat 
loss 

X Out During operation, impacts are restricted to permanent 
habitat loss resulting from the presence of one Onshore 
Substation (c 0.5 km2), which will be located more than 4.5 
km from the LNCS.  There will be no impacts on features 
associated with the LNCS. 

X X 

Strathbeg to 
Rattray LNCS 

Permanent habitat 
loss 

X Out During operation, impacts are restricted to permanent 
habitat loss resulting from the presence of one Onshore 
Substation (c 0.5 km2), which will be located more than 13 
km from the LNCS. There will be no impacts on features 
associated with the LNCS. 

X X 

Habitats Permanent habitat 
loss 

See Section 
6.7 

In During operation, there are potential impacts as a result of 
habitat loss resulting from the presence of one Onshore 
Substation (c 0.5 km2). Surveys have not been completed 
and therefore potential impacts cannot be scoped out at this 
stage. 

X Y 

Otter, water vole, 
badger and red 
squirrel, bats 

Permanent habitat 
loss and 
displacement 

See Section 
6.7 

In During operation, there are potential impacts as a result of 
habitat loss resulting from the presence of one Onshore 
Substation (c 0.5 km2). Surveys have not been completed 
and therefore potential impacts cannot be scoped out at this 
stage. 

X Y 

Reptiles and 
amphibians 

Permanent habitat 
loss and 
displacement 

See Section 
6.7 

Out Extensive available habitat in wider area for these species, 
therefore impact is considered negligible. 
 

X X 
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6.11.4 Inter-Related Effects with other Environmental Assessments within the EIA 

The approach to the assessment of inter-related effects is set out in 4.7.  

Environmental Assessments, undertaken as part of the EIA, where inter-related effects may occur with 
ecology include those in respect of ornithology and hydrology, geology, hydrogeology and soils. 

6.12 Scoping Questions 

The questions provided below are posed to consultees to focus responses to the ecology scoping exercise, 
which will ultimately inform the Scoping Opinion: 

Question 6.1: In line with the above information, do the consultees agree that the ecology surveys 
proposed are sufficient to inform the EcIA? 

Question 6.2: Do consultees agree with how the consultant proposes to present and assess information 
on areas where there are access restrictions? 

Question 6.3: Do consultees have any comments regarding the EcIA only concentrating on those receptors 
which may be subject to LSEs from the Site (either directly or indirectly)? 

Question 6.4: Do consultees have any comments regarding the embedded mitigation proposed in Section 
6.7? 

Question 6.5: Table 6.4 above notes the receptors and potential impacts proposed to be included within 
the EcIA. Do consultees agree with the list of receptors and impacts to be included within the EIAR? 

Question 6.6: Do consultees have any comment regarding this sufficiently covering the potential impacts 
on features from the Site and what is proposed to be scoped out? 

 

  









https://www.legislation.gov.uk/eudr/2009/147/contents


https://www.nature.scot/doc/disturbance-distances-selected-scottish-bird-species-naturescot-guidance
https://www.nature.scot/doc/scottish-biodiversity-list




https://sitelink.nature.scot/home
https://magic.defra.gov.uk/
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/wetland-bird-survey
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Figure 7.1. Details of statutory and non-statutory sites designated for ecological features are provided in 
Chapter 6: Ecology. 

 

Table 7.1: Statutory Designated Sites Within 10 km of the Site in Order of Proximity 
Site name Designation Closest point and 

direction from the Site  
Qualifying ornithological features 

Loch of 
Strathbeg 

SPA116 and 
Ramsar117 

1.2 km north Breeding species including: Sandwich tern 
Wintering species including: Teal, greylag goose, 
pink-footed goose, barnacle goose, goldeneye and 
whooper swan. 
Passage species including:  
Greylag goose and pink-footed goose.  
Non-breeding waterfowl assemblage  

 SSSI118 0.5 km north Breeding bird assemblage including: 
Mute swan, shelduck, teal, tufted duck, water rail, 
common tern, marsh harrier, sedge warbler, 
grasshopper warbler and reed bunting. 
Non-breeding species including: 
Greylag goose, pink-footed goose, whooper swan 
and goldeneye. 

Buchan Ness to 
Collieston Coast 

SPA119 1.2 km east Breeding seabird species including: 
Kittiwake, herring gull, common guillemot, fulmar 
and shag. 
Non-breeding seabird assemblage 

Bullers of 
Buchan Coast 

SSSI120 1.4 km south east Breeding seabird assemblage including: 
Kittiwake, common guillemot and shag. 

Ythan Estuary, 
Sands of Forvie 
and Meikle 
Loch121 

SPA122 5.7 km south Breeding species: 
Sandwich tern, little tern and common tern. 
Non-breeding species: 
Pink-footed goose, eider, lapwing and redshank. 
Non-breeding waterfowl assemblage 

  

 

 

116 Loch of Strathbeg SPA.: https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8537 (Accessed: 02/04/2024) 
117 Loch of Strathbeg Ramsar.: https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8443 (Accessed: 02/04/2024) 
118 Loch of Strathbeg SSSI.: https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/1040 (Accessed: 02/04/2024) 
119 Buchan Ness to Collieston SPA.: https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8473 (Accessed: 02/04/2024) 
120 Bullers of Buchan Coast SSSI.: https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/271 (Accessed: 24/04/2024) 
121 The Ythan Estuary and Meikle Loch Ramsar site and Sands of Forvie and Ythan Estuary SSSI are components of 
the SPA. However, they are located outside of the 10 km search buffer. 
122 Ythan Estuary, Sands of Forvie and Meikle Loch SPA.: https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8592 (Accessed: 
02/04/2024) 

https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8537
https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8443
https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/1040
https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8473
https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/271
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Table 7.2: Non-Statutory Designated Sites Within 1 km of the Site in Order of Proximity 
Site name Designation Closest point and 

direction from the Site 
Description 

Rattray Head to 
Peterhead 

LNCS123 0 km Variety of coastal habitats including sand dunes. 
Good diversity of plant species including several 
species that are rare in northeast Scotland. 
Adjacent fields important for roosting and feeding 
geese, waders and wildfowl. 

Loch of 
Strathbeg 

RSPB 
Reserve124 

0.1 km east Non-breeding season populations of international 
importance of pink-footed goose, whooper swan 
and teal. 

Strathbeg to 
Rattray 

LNCS93 0.5 km north Loch of Strathbeg is one of the largest coastal 
freshwater lochs in the UK. Swamp, reedbed, fen, 
marsh and wet woodland surrounds with coastal 
sand dune on the seaward side. Fields important 
for resident and migrant birds 

Loch of 
Strathbeg 

IBA125 1.2 km north Non-breeding season populations of barnacle 
goose, pink-footed goose and whooper swan. 
Passage population of pink-footed goose. 

 

Both LNCSs (Rattray Head to Peterhead, and Strathbeg to Rattray) mention birds in their description; 
however, no species are mentioned within their designations and references are only to the habitats that 
support bird species. The bird species associated with Strathbeg to Rattray LNCS are assumed to overlap 
with the species for which Loch of Strathbeg SSSI is designated, as the LNCS includes the Loch itself and 
adjacent fields. Rattray Head to Peterhead LNCS mentions only habitats that are adjacent to the LNCS 
which support wildfowl. As such, and in absence of further detail in relation to species, neither LNCS will 
be discussed further within this chapter and are proposed to be scoped out from the assessment; 
however, habitats will be assessed within Chapter 6: Ecology. 

7.6.2.1.2 Review of Relevant Information 

There are no WeBS survey areas within 5 km of the Site. The nearest WeBS sites are Cruden Bay and Slain 
Lochs, which are associated with Ythan Estuary, Sands of Forvie and Meikle Loch SPA. 

Studies of goose distribution around the Loch of Strathbeg identified the most regularly used foraging 
locations for pink-footed goose108,109. Results of studies undertaken between 1980 and 2002 and 
concluded that foraging flocks of pink-footed geese were concentrated to the north-west and south of 
the Loch of Strathbeg, with the mean foraging distance between the roost site and foraging areas 
approximately 5 km108. A more recent report summarising results of goose distribution surveys 

 

 

123 Aberdeenshire Council (2017). Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan Supplementary Guidance: Local Nature 
Conservation Sites.: https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/20028/5a-local-nature-conservation-sites-
index.pdf (Accessed: 02/04/2024) 
124 Loch of Strathbeg RSPB Reserve.: https://www.rspb.org.uk/days-out/reserves/loch-of-strathbeg (Accessed: 
02/04/2024)  
125 Birdlife International (2024). Important Bird Area factsheet: Loch of Strathbeg. - 
https://datazone.birdlife.org/site/factsheet/loch-of-strathbeg-iba-united-kingdom (Accessed: 24/04/2024) 
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7.10 Designated Sites 

7.10.1.1.1 Loch of Strathbeg SPA, Ramsar Site, SSSI, IBA and RSPB Reserve 

During wintering surveys undertaken in 2023 - 2024, four qualifying features (barnacle goose, greylag 
goose, pink-footed goose and whooper swan) were recorded foraging or loafing in frequent or moderate-
high numbers relative to the SPA populations. Given the close proximity of the Proposed Onshore Cable 
Route Corridor Option and Landfall Area to the Loch of Strathbeg, all of these records are assumed to be 
individuals that may be associated with the designated sites. As such, there is a potential route to impact 
on the non-breeding populations of these species through temporary disturbance and/or displacement 
associated with the construction / decommissioning phases of the Proposed Onshore Cable Route 
Corridor Option and Landfall Area. Specifically, temporary disturbance on birds at roost and temporary 
displacement from foraging habitat.  

During operation, impacts are restricted to permanent habitat loss as a result of the presence of one 
Onshore Substation (c. 0.5 km2) located approximately 12.8 km from the Loch of Strathbeg SPA, Ramsar 
Site, SSSI, IBA and RSPB Reserve. There is considerable habitat present within the wider area to support 
foraging migratory and wintering goose and swan species, therefore due to the distance and the scale of 
impacts it is not considered that any of the qualifying features of the designated sites will be impacted 
during the operation stage.  

It is therefore proposed that the Loch of Strathbeg SPA, Ramsar Site, SSSI, IBA and RSPB Reserve are 
scoped into the EIAR as a result of the potential for temporary disturbance during the construction / 
decommissioning periods only, and information to support an HRA will be included within the EIAR for 
Loch of Strathbeg SPA, Ramsar. 

7.10.1.1.2 Buchan Ness to Collieston Coast SPA 

Buchan Ness to Collieston Coast SPA is located approximately 1.2 - 2 km to the east and is designated for 
breeding seabird species (kittiwake, herring gull, common guillemot, fulmar and shag) and a seabird 
assemblage which are primarily coastal nesting species that forage at sea. Whilst there is no suitable 
foraging habitat within the Ornithology Study Area for four of these species (kittiwake, common guillemot, 
fulmar and shag), there is the potential to be suitable foraging areas (agricultural habitats) for one 
qualifying feature (herring gull). Herring gull are opportunistic predators that forage in a wide variety of 
habitats, including intertidal habitats as well as agricultural fields and disturbed ground. As such, there is 
considerable alternative habitat present in the wider area that would support any disturbed or displaced 
individuals. It is therefore not considered that there are likely to be any impacts on this species as a result 
of either the temporary disturbance of foraging habitats during construction / decommissioning, or as a 
result of the permanent habitat loss due to the presence of one Onshore Substation (c. 0.5 km2) which is 
located approximately 1.2 km from the SPA at its closest point.  

Herring gull as a breeding species will be assessed individually following the results of the breeding season 
surveys and included within the EIAR should any pairs be identified within the Ornithological Study Area. 

Due to the scale of impacts it is not considered that any of the qualifying features will be impacted during 
any stages as impacts are likely to be limited to temporary disturbance of foraging habitats which can be 
avoided through embedded mitigation (including the presence of an ECoW and a phased approach to the 
construction / decommissioning of the Proposed Onshore Cable Route Corridor). 
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It is therefore proposed that the Buchan Ness to Collieston Coast SPA is scoped out of the EIAR and will 
also not require an HRA. 

7.10.1.1.3 Bullers of Buchan Coast SSSI 

The Bullers of Buchan Coast SSSI is located approximately 1.4 km to the south east of the Site at its closest 
point. The breeding seabird assemblage is a qualifying feature of the SSSI, including kittiwake, common 
guillemot and shag. As these species nest on the coast and forage at sea, it is considered that there will 
be no impact on the ornithological features of the SSSI. 

It is therefore proposed that the Bullers of Buchan Coast SSSI is scoped out of the EIAR. 

7.10.1.1.4 Ythan Estuary, Sands of Forvie and Meikle Loch SPA 

The Ythan Estuary, Sands of Forvie and Meikle Loch SPA is located to the south of the Site, and at its closest 
point is 5.7 km from any works. It is designated for breeding tern species, and non-breeding species 
including pink-footed goose which were recorded foraging within the Winter Survey Area in 2023 - 2024. 
However, winter walkover surveys were not conducted on the full Proposed Onshore Cable Route 
Corridor Option as the survey was designed to identify any specific impacts on the Loch of Strathbeg 
designations given its immediate proximity to the Site. Whilst there is the potential for qualifying species 
of the SPA such as pink-footed goose to be present, works are limited to temporary displacement from 
foraging habitat located more than 5 km from the designated site at its closest point, associated with the 
construction / decommissioning phases only. In addition, embedded mitigation will include a phased 
approach to the construction / decommissioning works (not all land will be disturbed at the same time as 
the works are progressive) and works will be timed to avoid sensitive periods such as the non-breeding 
season and sensitive areas.  Winter walkover surveys will be undertaken on the Site between September 
2024 and March 2025 to identify how the rest of the Site is used by bird species including those associated 
with the SPA, and these results will be presented in the EIAR. 

The Ythan Estuary and Meikle Loch known roosting locations for pink footed goose are located more than 
10 km south of the Site at its closest point. Although the Site is within foraging distance from these 
locations for pink-footed goose, research29 has identified that the mean foraging distance from the Ythan 
Estuary and Meikle Loch Ramsar site was 4-5 km. As there is extensive foraging habitat close to the Ythan 
Estuary and Meikle Loch roost sites and in the wider area, it is considered that any impact of temporary 
displacement from foraging habitat would be negligible. Despite the sensitivity of pink-footed goose to 
disturbance at roost sites, given the distance of the Ythan Estuary and Meikle Loch from the Site, no impact 
of temporary disturbance is anticipated as a consequence of construction / decommissioning of the 
Proposed Onshore Development. 

During operation, impacts are restricted to permanent habitat loss resulting from the presence of one 
Onshore Substation (c. 0.5 km2) within one of the two Proposed Onshore Substation Site Options located 
approximately 5.7 km from the Ythan Estuary, Sands of Forvie and Meikle Loch SPA. No significant effects 
are anticipated on any qualifying features as a result of this habitat loss given the extensive available 
foraging habitat within the proximity of the SPA and the wider area. 

Due to the scale of impacts it is not considered that any of the qualifying features will be significantly 
impacted during all stages as effects are likely to be limited to temporary displacement from foraging 
habitat which can be avoided through embedded mitigation (including the presence of an ECoW, timing 
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of works to avoid the non-breeding season and a phased approach to the construction / decommissioning 
of the Proposed Onshore Cable Route Corridor ) and are therefore not predicted to be significant. 

It is therefore proposed that the Ythan Estuary, Sands of Forvie and Meikle Loch SPA is scoped in to the 
EIAR as a result of the potential for displacement impacts during the construction period only. 

7.10.1.2 Non-breeding Species 

Baseline winter walkover data was collected between September 2023 to March 2024 at the Winter 
Survey Area as shown on Figure 7.2. Additional surveys are proposed across the Site between September 
2024 to March 2025 which will include the Winter Survey Area, Proposed Onshore Cable Route Corridor 
Option and the Proposed Onshore Substation Site Options.  

As presented in Section 7.6.3.1.2, baseline surveys and research81,82 have identified that there is the 
potential for non-breeding bird species to be present within disturbance distance of the remainder of the 
Proposed Onshore Cable Route Corridor Option (including those that are qualifying features of designated 
sites and are target species in their own right). However, works required during the construction / 
decommissioning phases of the Proposed Onshore Development will result in temporary displacement 
only as outlined in Section 3.6.2. This is because once works are completed there will be no long term 
impacts on any non-breeding species. Whilst the temporary construction / decommissioning works are 
underway, it is not anticipated that this would result in continual disruption along the entire corridor, as 
works will be progressive (undertaken in stages) and will not be required for the entire construction period 
within the whole area which is currently outlined as the Proposed Onshore Cable Route Corridor Option 
in Figure 7.2. The selected Onshore Cable Route will be a temporary corridor of approximately up to 100 
m in width, and as a result, there is considered that works will be limited to temporary disturbance 
associated with the construction / decommissioning phases only. It is expected that to be an adequate 
amount of suitable habitat present in the wider area which would accommodate any disturbed or 
displaced foraging non-breeding bird species during these periods. During these periods there will also be 
embedded mitigation in place (as outlined in Section 7.7) which will include pre-construction checks and 
monitoring by an ECoW which will reduce any impacts.  

During operation, impacts are restricted to permanent habitat loss resulting from presence of one 
Onshore Substation (c. 0.5 km2) only. It is not considered that the loss of this habitat will have any 
significant impacts on non-breeding species due to the small size of area to be lost. There is considered to 
be an adequate amount of suitable habitat present in the wider area which would support non-breeding 
species.  

As surveys have not yet been completed, non-breeding species are proposed to be scoped in to the EIAR 
at this stage, and within this an assessment will be presented which will be based on the results of the 
completed baseline surveys. 

7.10.1.3 Breeding Species 

Breeding season surveys are currently underway, and the results will be provided in the EIAR. Species that 
are considered to be potential target species and that may be taken through for further assessment 
depending on the results of surveys are: 
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7.14 Scoping Questions 

The questions provided below are posed to consultees to focus responses to the ornithology scoping 
exercise, which will ultimately inform the Scoping Opinion: 

Question 7.1: In line with the above information, do consultees agree that the suite of surveys previously 
agreed with Nature Scot will be sufficient to inform EcIA? 

Question 7.2: Do consultees agree with how the consultant proposes to present and assess information 
on areas where there are access restrictions? 

Question 7.3: Do consultees agree with the EcIA only concentrating on those receptors which may be 
subject to significant effects from the Proposed Onshore Development (either directly or indirectly)?  

Question 7.4: Do consultees have any comments regarding the embedded mitigation proposed in Section 
7.7? 

Question 7.5: Table 7.5 notes the receptors and potential impact proposed to be included within the EcIA. 
Do consultees agree with the list of receptors and impacts to be included within the EIA Report?  
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